
As the 10-day 
Ganeshotsav 
came to an end, 
thousands of 
idols were 
accompanied by 
millions of 
devotees to the 
city’s various 
beaches for 
immersion. 
Among this 
throng of 
devotees was 
Anant Ambani, 
executive 
director of 
Reliance 
Industries, who 
joined the 
procession of 
Lalbaugcha Raja 
in its final leg till 
the Girgaum 
Chowpatty, 
where the idol 
was immersed 
on Sunday night.

Niraj Pandit 
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MUMBAI: Lalitha Raman, a 
60-year-old resident of Aarey’s 
Ganesh Nagar and daughter of a
dabbawala, had to drop out of 
school in Class 8 to work with 
her mother. Several decades 
later, in 2023, she walked into an
evening learning centre run by 
NGO Masoom, intending to enrol
students from her Adivasi com-
munity. But so inspired was she 
by the teaching methods and the
supportive environment that she
decided to enrol herself instead.

“After 43 years, I picked up
my books again,” she said. “It
was the happiest moment of my
life.” Raman’s determination
had a ripple effect, and soon her
son Dinesh and daughter-in-law
also joined the centre and
cleared their Class 10 exams.
Dinesh, now 32, is preparing for
his Class 12 exams and dreams of
becoming a lawyer.

“The concept of evening
learning centres has been a
game-changer, especially in
Maharashtra,” said Masoom’s
CEO, and former IAS officer
Nikita Ketkar, adding that stu-
dents could appear for their
Class 10 exams through the
National Institute of Open
Schooling board without being
tied to rigid schedules. Initially
focused on Mumbai, the model
has now expanded to Gujarat
and other regions.

Like Masoom, several organi-
sations, working in partnership 
with government initiatives 
under the National Education 
Policy 2020, are giving people a 
chance to rebuild their dreams. 
Santosh Surve, who started the 
Jana Jagriti Vidyarthi Sangh, 
which works in Chikuwadi, 
Mankhurd and Mandala, recalls
how the organisation began in 
the mid-1990s after his family 
migrated from Konkan. “We 
noticed that many children, espe-

cially girls, were dropping out of
school,” he said. “We decided to 
start Jana Jagriti to bring educa-
tion back to the community.”

With support from NGOs like
Apnalaya, Surve and his team
began enrolling nearly 1,000 stu-
dents every year in government
schools. Before admission, the
students received basic literacy

training at centres established in
local societies, which also
offered vocational courses to
balance formal education with
livelihood skills.

Parvati Chauhan, a 53-year-
old who returned to school after
nearly four decades, joined a tai-
loring course at the Jana Jagriti
centre. Here, she saw several

other tailoring students pursu-
ing formal education side by
side, and, inspired, decided to
appear for her Class 10 exams
this year. Even those working in
government jobs are benefitting.
A Class 4 BMC employee shared
how completing his Class 10
exams through an evening learn-
ing centre opened up new oppor-
tunities for promotions. “Now
I’m preparing for Class 12,” he
said.

The literacy drive is also
reaching marginalised commu-
nities such as the LGBTQ+ popu-
lation. Aliza Rashid Shaikh, a
transgender woman who
dropped out in 2016 due to rejec-
tion and discrimination,
enrolled in a Masoom special
education centre in 2024 and
scored an impressive 74% in her
Class 10 exams. She plans to do a
diploma in medical laboratory
technology after Class 12 and
ultimately hopes to become a
doctor. Aarti Rajan Chafe

dropped out of school after los-
ing her mother because her fam-
ily couldn’t afford the fees. The
Magic Bus (an NGO working for
out-of-school students) team
stepped in and worked with the
school to resolve the fee issue.
After 12 follow-ups with her
reluctant family and constant
encouragement, Aarti rejoined
school with a new confidence
and determination.

According to ASER data, over
40 million students across India
are out of school, thousands of
these from Maharashtra. Shashi-
kant Gawas, senior employee of
Masoom, said, “We’ve seen
many success stories where peo-
ple have cleared Class 10 and
Class 12 after decades. These cen-
tres give them hope, dignity, and
opportunities they thought were
lost forever.”

Vasant Kalpande, former
director of education, believes
that these initiatives are essen-
tial to achieve a literate society.

{ BACK TO SCHOOL, BACK TO HOPE }  

Evening learning centres give kids and adults a second shot at education

7:30pm, to improve access to
medicines.

To tackle the sanitation cri-
sis, a cleanliness committee has
been set up, and measures are
being implemented to elimi-
nate rodent breeding grounds.
These include sealing rat holes,
installing cages and glue traps,
placing mesh guards on pipe-
lines, and increasing daily pest
control inspections under the
local pest control officer’s
supervision.

Patients and visitors are also
being educated on cleanliness
protocols. Strict monitoring
has been introduced to prevent
littering outside designated
areas. Biomedical waste is
being disposed of under the
watch of assistant medical offi-
cers.

A preliminary inquiry com-
mittee has also been set up to
investigate the root causes of
the rodent issue and suggest
long-term preventive meas-
ures.

Dr Andrade said that, over
the past three weeks, 850 pend-
ing files have been processed,
and 350 work orders issued to
ensure availability of medicines
and essential supplies.

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com 

MUMBAI: The civic administra-
tion has initiated steps to
address the serious sanitation
and staff crisis at its Dr RN
Cooper Hospital at Juhu, par-
ticularly measures aimed at
biomedical waste management,
rodent infestation and improv-
ing hospital administration.

HT had highlighted the crisis
in a report on September 6,
2025. The report stated that
untreated biomedical waste
was piling up in an open yard
on the hospital premises,
rodents and roaches had
infested the wards, a severe
medical supplies shortage had
been forcing patients to source
even basic supplies, and a staff
shortage had made matters spi-
ral even further. Last week, a
senior citizen admitted to the
hospital for chest pain was
even bitten by a rat on her
hand.

The Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has now
stepped in, setting up a three-
member supervisory commit-
tee to oversee daily operations
at the 940-bed hospital. The
committee includes Deputy
Municipal Commissioner (Pub-
lic Health) Sharad Ugade,
Director of Medical Education
Dr Neelam Andrade, and Nair
Hospital Dean Dr Shailesh
Mohite, who previously served
as the dean at Cooper Hospital.

Dr Andrade has taken over
administrative charge at
Cooper Hospital and is expedit-
ing reforms. Patient registra-
tion now begins earlier, at
7:30am, with additional staff
deployed to manage queues
across five counters. The phar-
macy’s working hours have
been extended from 4:30pm to

BMC to ease crisis 
at Cooper Hospital

Amid songs, drums, and explosions of colour, devotees spilled into the city’s 
streets and beaches to bid farewell to their beloved Ganpati idols. The Girgaum 
Chowpatty saw the largest number of immersions including popular ones such as 
Lalbaugcha Raja (right), the Mumbai Cha Raja (below) and the Chinchpokli Cha 
Chintamani.                                                                                                       BHUSHAN KOYANDE, SATISH BATE, RAJU SHINDE/HT PHOTO 
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MUMBAI: Thanks to the govern-
ment’s cash crunch resulting
from the ₹3,500 crore monthly
payout to Ladki Bahin beneficia-
ries, over 1,881 Shiv Bhojan thali
operators have not received their
payments for the last six
months. Some of them have
decided to down their shutters,
while an operator in Nagpur,
unable to pay the accumulated
money owed to grocery suppli-
ers and employees, even tried to
end his life.

The Shiv Bhojan thali scheme,

in which over 170,000 thalis are
sold to the poor at ₹10 each
through 1,881 centres across the
state, was launched during Cov-
id-19 by the Uddhav Thackeray-
led MVA government. The state
government gives operators—
generally NGOs, self-help groups
or small hoteliers—a subsidy of
₹25 in rural areas and ₹40 in
urban ones. 

Although the state govern-
ment incurs an expenditure of
₹227 crore per year, the Mahay-
uti government allocated only
₹70 crore in the FY25-26 budget.
This has resulted in the pend-
ency of operators’ bills for over

six months, making it difficult
for them to run the centres.

An official from the food and
civil supplies department said
that even against the provision
of ₹70 crore, which could have
lasted for two and a half months,
the government released only
₹21 crore in April. “As happened
with the projects of other depart-
ments, the funds were all
diverted to schemes like Ladki
Bahin,” he said. “As a result, the
operators have not received
funds since April and are
unlikely to get them at least till
December.”

The operators have now

started staging protests across
the state, demanding an increase
in the subsidy and the timely
release of the pending bills. After
a protest outside Mantralaya two
weeks ago, operators from
Vidarbha will stage a protest in
Nagpur on Monday. “Around
200 centres have been shut
down since the scheme was
launched in January 2020,” said
Kayyum Shaikh, who operates a
100-thali centre outside the state
transport depot in Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar. “Most of them
have shut down, as they have not
been able to pay the grocery bills
or employees’ wages.”

Shaikh, a member of the
Maharashtra Shiv Bhojan Chalak
Kriti Samiti, added that some
operators had not received the
subsidy amount for the last eight
months. The official from the
food and civil supplies depart-
ment said that its proposal of a
supplementary budget in the
monsoon session was struck
down by the finance department.
“Like other schemes, the govern-
ment may wind up this one too ,”
he said. When contacted, Chha-
gan Bhujbal, food and civil sup-
plies minister, said, “The bills
will be paid once the budgetary
allocation is done.”

State’s thali scheme in jeopardy over unpaid dues

Shreya Jachak
Shreya.jachak@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI:  Following orders
from the Bombay High Court,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) is, for the
first time, trying to recycle the
Plaster of Paris (PoP) remains of
Ganapati idols submerged dur-
ing the 10-day festival. The civic
body had approached 12 institu-
tions seeking methods to recy-
cle the large quantity, in a bid to
be environmentally sustainable.

During the festival, the BMC
retrieved a total of 1,982 metric
tonnes of PoP from across the
city, and 436 vehicles carried
and unloaded it at a holding
facility in Bhiwandi. The civic
body has approached institu-
tions including the Veermata
Jijabai Technological Institute,
the Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Bombay (IIT-B) and others,
to find solutions to recycle the
large amount of PoP so that it
does not leave any additional
footprints in the ecosystem,
confirmed a civic official. The
official highlighted that the
BMC wanted to make sure their
attempt to prevent water pollu-
tion did not lead to air pollution.

A few institutions have sub-
mitted proposals to deal with
the PoP, and the civic body will
discuss these methods with the
Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) before deciding
how to proceed. “The quantity
of PoP remains is so large that
we are yet to decide on the best
way to utilise it,” said a civic
official.

Saturday marked the last day
of the 10-day long Ganapati fes-
tival. Long and crowded proces-
sions followed the thousands of
idols to artificial ponds and nat-
ural water bodies in the city for
immersion as per the directives
issued by the Bombay High
Court. 

According to the court’s
directives and subsequent
guidelines by the BMC, all idols
under 6ft tall were to be
immersed in over 290 artificial
ponds set up across the city, and
the idols that were over 6ft tall
were allowed to be immersed in
natural water bodies.

According to data received
from Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB), around
20,000 PoP idols were
immersed in artificial tanks and
over 3,000 PoP idols over 6ft tall
were immersed in natural water
bodies.

The people managing artifi-
cial ponds were instructed to
keep the remains of the idols in
the ponds during the festival,
while the idols immersed in the
70 natural water bodies across
the city were retrieved within
24-hours.

The remains of the idols were
collected at the ward levels
before being transported to Bhi-
wandi, where they will be proc-
essed once the BMC decides
how it wants to proceed. 

BMC TO RECYCLE 
1,982 METRIC 
TONNES OF P.O.P. 
AFTER VISARJAN 

City turns up to bid Ganpati adieu

Women from adivasi and minority communities in Chikuwadi, 
Mankhurd were taught how to write their names. SATISH BATE/HT  PHOTO

Shiv Bhojan Thali Scheme falls short of funds
The scheme was launched during Covid-19 to provide affordable meals for the poor 

DAILY DISTRIBUTION

1,70,000 
thalis sold at �10 each

CRISIS 
OVERVIEW

1,881 

Shiv Bhojan Thali 
centres haven’t 
received payments 
for 6+ months from 
the government

IMPACT ON OPERATORS
l 200 Centres Shut Since Jan 2020
l Many operators are unable to 
pay suppliers or staff Required Budget

 �227 cr 

FY25-26 Budget 
Allocation 

 �70 cr �157 cr 
Shortfall
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MUMBAI: Senior management
of charitable hospitals in Mum-
bai, including some of the city’s
top medical institutions, could
face a year-long jail sentence if
these institutions continue to
violate the 20% quota of beds
that must be reserved for
patients from economically dis-
advantaged backgrounds.

There are 556 charitable hos-
pitals in Maharashtra, among
them some of Mumbai’s top
hospitals, such as Lilavati,
Breach Candy, Jaslok and HN
Reliance Foundation Hospital.
All charitable hospitals in the
state will be covered under the
amended law.

The Maharashtra Public
Trust Act has been amended to
enhance the penalties for failure
to comply with the mandated
quota of beds. For the amended
act to take effect, the state law
and judiciary department prom-
ulgated an ordinance on Sep-
tember 1. The ordinance will be
converted into a bill that will be
introduced in the winter session
of the state legislature.

To increase the penalties, sec-
tion 66B of the act has been
amended, which prescribes
penalties for failure to comply
with directions under section
41AA. Accordingly, the punish-
ment has been augmented from
three months and a fine of
₹25,000, or both, to a year’s
imprisonment and a fine up to
₹50,000, or both.

Under Section 41AA of the
Maharashtra Public Trust Act,
a charitable hospital must
reserve 20% of its beds for
patients who cannot afford
basic healthcare. Under this
quota, 10% of beds must be
allotted free of charge to
patients below the poverty line
(BPL), that is, families with an
income of ₹1.80 lakh a year.
Another 10% beds must be

given at concessional rates for
families with an annual income
of ₹3.60 lakh.

The state government has
been under pressure from vari-
ous sections of society to take
action against charitable hospi-
tals that refuse to honour the
quota. 

The state made its first move
towards tightening enforcement
of the legislation with another
amendment, six months ago. It
stated that all charitable hospi-
tals that had taken any kind of
monetary concession, exemp-
tion or relaxation either from
the state government, central
government or from the munic-
ipal corporation will be man-
dated to follow the charity beds
rules. 

The newly promulgated ordi-
nance has also increased the
quantum of punishment for an
offence in cases where owner-
ship rights of property relating
to a trust is transferred to
another entity without the per-
mission of the charity commis-
sioner.

In this case, the punishment
has been doubled to a year’s
sentence and a penalty of
₹50,000 or both from the exist-
ing six months imprisonment
and a fine of ₹25,000 or both. 

The amended ordinance also
makes it mandatory for a trust
seeking to get itself registered to
present documents showing
ownership details of its immov-
able property. “This would pre-
vent a trust from making false
claims on any property while
being registered,” the official
said.

Charitable hospitals 
flouting beds quota to 
face harsher penalties

THE STATE HAS 556 
CHARITABLE 
HOSPITALS, AMONG 
THEM ARE SOME 
OF MUMBAI’S TOP 
HOSPITALS, SUCH 
AS LILAVATI

Megha Sood

megha.sood@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Mira Bhayandar–

Vasai Virar (MBVV) crime

branch has arrested a 41-year-

old television actress for alleg-

edly running a prostitution

racket by luring struggling

actors from the film and televi-

sion industry into the flesh trade.

Two women, who had worked in

TV serials and Bengali films,

were rescued during the raid.

The accused, identified as

Anushka Das, had allegedly been

operating the racket for several

months. According to investiga-

tors, Das would receive calls

from male clients and then

arrange meetings at pre-decided

locations. At these spots, she

would introduce women work-

ing in the entertainment indus-

try and negotiate deals in

exchange for money and her

commission.
Acting on a tip-off, officers set

a trap on Thursday using a decoy

customer. Around 5pm, Das—

who resides in Oshiwara—

arrived at the designated spot

with two women from the indus-

try and accepted money from the

dummy client. She was immedi-

ately arrested and two women

were rescued. An FIR has been

registered by police sub-inspec-

tor Anil Pawar under section

143(3) (trafficking of person) of

the BNS, and sections 4 and 5

(penalises living on the earnings

of prostitution) of the Immoral

Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956. 

Das’s arrest also revives mem-

ories of her stormy past. In

November 2007, when she was

known by her earlier name Cal-

cutta Moon Das, her ex-lover,

Avinash Bhupen Patnaik,

stormed into her Andheri flat

with a revolver. Unable to find

her at home, he shot dead her

mother and maternal uncle

before killing himself. Then just

23, Das had changed her name to

Anushka to rebuild her career in

modelling and television. 

TV ACTRESS HELD 
FOR RUNNING 
SEX RACKET, TWO 
WOMEN RESCUED

Aditi Shekar

aditi.shekar@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The civic-run Dr RN

Cooper Hospital in Juhu is in the

grip of a severe crisis. Untreated

biomedical waste is piling up in

its backyard; housekeeping staff

is picking up blood-soaked

sheets in operation theatres;

rodents run freely in the wards;

and, recently, OPD operations

nearly collapsed when hospital

staff failed to turn up at work.

HT visited the 940-bed hospi-

tal on Friday and saw bags of wet

and dry waste collecting in the

hospital’s backyard, with crows

hovering. At least 30 large gar-

bage bags filled with untreated

biomedical waste were thrown

in the open area behind the hos-

pital. The waste was cleared by 4

pm, but fresh biomedical waste

was once again dumped there

shortly after.
According to hospital staff,

hazardous waste sometimes

remains in the backyard for an

entire week before it is taken

away. “We have repeatedly

raised concerns about this with

the hospital administration but

nothing has changed,” said a

housekeeping employee.

Hospital sources say repeated

interventions by the Brihan-

mumbai Municipal Corporation

(BMC) and hospital administra-

tion have yielded no results. For

instance, housekeeping staff are

denied cleaning supplies by the

contractor hired by the hospital.

Even basic disinfectants to clean

floors and brooms are not pro-

vided. Hygiene has hit such a low

that nurses have been purchas-

ing these items for use in the

hospital. Workers have been

washing bedsheets by hand,

using detergents to remove

stains – there are no washing

machines, no disinfectants, or

sterilisation processes available.

“To top it all, we are paid once

every two months and often skip

a month’s salary in between.

Often, we clean operation thea-

tres after surgeries, picking up

blood-soaked sheets and materi-

als off the ground. This is actu-

ally a BMC cleaner’s job,” said

another housekeeping

employee.

Battling the rodent issue

Cooper Hospital is also grap-

pling with rodent infestation, not

surprising considering its

hygiene and sanitation crisis.

Earlier this week, the hospital

administration announced pest-

control measures after videos of

rats inside wards were widely

circulated.
Rats and cockroaches are rou-

tinely seen in the wards, nurses’

rest rooms and even inside ele-

vators. In the wards, staff say

rats roam freely through the

night. In an alarming sight for a

hospital, rat traps have been

placed across the hospital. Even

daily visits by pest-control work-

ers haven’t helped. Nurses say

food waste left by patients and

their relatives in the wards is fur-

ther attracting rodents and

roaches.
“It is very distressing to see

cockroaches running on the

walls and floors. Pest-control

measures make no difference. It

makes us sick to have them in

places where we eat,” said a staff

member at the hospital.
An 85-year-old patient was

allegedly bitten by a rat after

being admitted for chest pain.

She was bitten on Wednesday

night on her hand, hospital staff

said. A staff shortage has com-

pounded the crisis. “There are

only 260-odd nurses for a hospi-

tal as large as this. We have to

work unusually long hours,” said

a nurse.

The crisis is apparent the

moment patients enter the hos-

pital. Registration counters at

the OPD and casualty depart-

ment are frequently shut or

operate with only one or two

clerks. On Friday, queues

stretched up to the hospital

entrance. Several patients said

they had waited from morning

until afternoon for basic regis-

tration. Some paid fees twice due

to errors at the counters. Others

were wandering from one desk

to another, trying to get their

medical reports stamped.

As if this wasn’t dire enough,

patients are reporting shortages

of essential medicines. Many are

being asked to buy drugs from

pharmacies outside the hospital,

burdening them with additional

expenses. Asif Sheikh, 29, whose

55-year-old mother underwent a

surgery on Friday morning, said,

“The doctors asked us to buy

even injections and IV bottles,

each costing ₹2,000. We cannot

afford this. And cleanliness lev-

els are pathetic. We are afraid for

our mother’s health.”
A doctor at the hospital

admitted that medical supplies

such as basic antibiotics, gauze,

cotton and injections were not

being stocked. “We have to ask

patients to get them from phar-

macies outside. The lack of

cleaning staff has caused a

hygiene crisis in the wards. It is

difficult to expect patients to

heal under these conditions.”

Neelam Andrade, director of

all BMC hospitals and acting

dean of Cooper Hospital, told

HT, “We are doing everything we

can to resolve the issues at the

hospital. When I took charge,

there were around 800 pending

files left by the previous dean

and nearly 300 pending payment

orders for medical supplies,

which had caused vendors to

stop providing essential items

like medicines and drugs. These

have since been cleared. We are

working hard to bring the hospi-

tal back to normalcy.”
Regarding the rat infestation,

Andrade said, “We have issued a

show-cause notice to the house-

keeping contractor as it was

their responsibility to prevent

such lapses. Rat traps and sticky

pads have been placed through-

out the hospital to ensure there

is no recurrence. The woman

allegedly bitten today has been

given the necessary care, includ-

ing anti-rabies medication.”

On tackling the severe staff

shortage, Andrade said there is a

proposal to increase the tenure

of contractual employees or

introduce new tenders for new

contracts.
A new committee with SOPs

for biomedical and general

waste management has also

been set up to monitor the proc-

ess regularly. Former dean Dr

Shailesh Mohite is part of this

committee. “The hospital is in a

difficult position due to the pre-

vious administration, but we are

addressing these challenges step

by step. It may take one to two

weeks for normalcy to return,”

Andrade said.

Cooper Hospital buckles 

under severe health crisis
HT’s visit to the hosp 

revealed sanitation at 

its lowest point as 
rodents, roaches run 

rampant, patients 
struggle without 
basic supplies

At least 30 large garbage bags filled with untreated biomedical waste were thrown in the open area 

behind Cooper Hospital. Rats and cockroaches are a common sight at the hospital, crawling 

through wards, nurses’ rest rooms and even elevators.

While Oberoi Realty has not

responded to queries, MMMOCL

has also not committed to a date

for opening the facility. This

silence has left thousands of

commuters to deal with avoida-

ble detours, even as a ready piece

of infrastructure stands locked

beside them.

dustan Times that the bridge has

not been opened because it is

awaiting mandatory safety clear-

ance — similar to an occupation

certificate required before a

building can be used. 
Without this approval, the

FOB cannot be thrown open to

the public.

Ateeq Shaikh and 

Raju Shinde

ateeq.shaikh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: For over two months,

daily commuters at Aarey metro

station in Goregaon East have

been grappling with an odd

inconvenience: a brand-new foot

overbridge (FOB), constructed to

give them direct access across

the Western Express Highway,

remains locked.
As a result, passengers exiting

the station must walk nearly 50

metres along the road and climb

another pedestrian bridge main-

tained by the Brihanmumbai

Municipal Corporation (BMC).

“All this jugglery even after

infrastructure is ready,” com-

muter Rahul Kumar Jha vented

on X, pointing out that the

bridge was originally expected to

be inaugurated on August 15.

Aarey metro station, which

falls on Metro Line 7 (Gundav-

ali–Dahisar East), already has a

civic-maintained FOB for pedes-

trians. 
The new bridge, built by

Oberoi Realty under the Mum-

bai Metropolitan Region Devel-

opment Authority’s (MMRDA)

policy requiring private develop-

ers to provide direct access to

stations from nearby establish-

ments, was completed earlier

this year. It runs parallel to the

BMC’s bridge at the northern

end of the station.
Some commuters recall see-

ing the bridge briefly open. “A

couple of months ago, the bridge

was opened for a few days, but

only workers going to the com-

mercial complex were allowed.

Within days, it was closed again

for everyone else,” said Ritesh

Uttamchandani, a Goregaon res-

ident.
Officials from Maha Mumbai

Metro Operation Corporation

Limited (MMMOCL), which

operates Metro Line 7, told Hin-

New Aarey metro stn 

FOB shut, commuters 

forced to take detour

Despite being ready, the Aarey metro station’s new foot overbridge (FOB) stays shut, which means 

passengers have to trek 50 metres and use an older bridge.                                                                                   
    RAJU SHINDE/HT PHOTO
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MUMBAI: The Bombay High

Court on Thursday held that

sharing a strong emotional

bond or attachment with a child

did not confer a superior right

on any person to claim custody

of the child over that of its bio-

logical parent. A division bench

of justices Ravindra V Ghuge

and Gautam A Ankhad directed

the police authorities to secure

a young boy’s custody from his

grandparents and hand him

over to his parents within two

weeks.
The child, one of two five-

year-old twins, had been sent to

live with his grandmother at

birth since the twins suffered a

serious ailment and their

mother was unable to take care

of both of them. The father of

the boy had approached the

high court for custody of the

boy after the grandmother

refused to send the boy back to

his parents. 
After the Covid-19 lockdown

eased, several disputes arose

between the father and his par-

ents, and in February 2025, they

exchanged legal notices over

the boy’s custody. The father

filed several police complaints

in March, requesting the police

to intervene in the custody dis-

pute, but the boy’s grandmother

refused to hand him over to his

parents, prompting the father to

approach the court.
Representatives of the father

said that grandmother has no

superior legal right to retain the

child’s custody over its biologi-

cal father. “The son ought to be

reunited with his biological par-

ents and twin brother,” said the

father’s council.
The council representing the

grandmother argued that the

boy’s mother has shown no

emotional or parental bond

with the children and had

declined to take custody of the

twins, describing them as a

‘burden’. The council added that

the child has been under the

care, love, and guardianship of

the grandmother since birth.

However, the court said that the

biological father and natural

guardian has an undisputed

legal right to claim custody of

his child. 
The bench held that the

grandmother’s claim that the

child’s parents are emotionally

and financially incapable of car-

ing for him cannot be accepted.

“Despite the grandmother shar-

ing an emotional bond with the

child, such attachment does not

confer upon her a superior right

to custody over that of the bio-

logical parent. While due regard

must be given to the rights of

the father and mother as the

natural guardian, such rights

may be curtailed only if it is

shown that his custody would

be detrimental to the child’s

welfare”, the court ruled.

The court said that the wel-

fare of the child is the para-

mount consideration in custody

matters, and directed both par-

ties to extend their full coopera-

tion to facilitate a smooth tran-

sition for the child. 

HC: Emotional bond cannot override 

biological parents’ right to custody 
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MUMBAI: Two weeks since an

environmentalist complained

that she had spotted a garbage

dump near Vihar Lake, one of

the seven lakes that supply pota-

ble water to the city, no action

has been taken. 
The garbage pile consisting of

furniture scrap, wood, leather,

plastic and metal materials was

spotted within 76 meters of the

lake’s boundaries, just off the

road that connects Indian Insti-

tute of Technology (IIT) Bombay,

Vihar Lake, and Sanjay Gandhi

National Park (SGNP). 
An environmentalist, Amrita

Bhattacharjee, then filed a com-

plaint to the conservator of for-

ests at SGNP, but the heap of gar-

bage remains at the location, and

has even spread onto the slope

which descends towards the

lake. 
Meenal Ravat, a resident of

Bhangshila pada said, “Every

now and then some heaps of gar-

bage are seen around the area,

and then later burnt. A little fur-

ther from the location, we grow

vegetables and the dumping

threatens it.” Ravat added that

the pile of waste was just below

high voltage power lines, making

it a “disaster waiting to happen”

if someone decided to burn it.

“This (the dumping) poses the

danger of water contamination

and the destruction of the catch-

ment areas around the lake,”

said Bhattacharjee highlighting

that the garbage dumping also

violates the regulations of eco-

sensitive zones. She added that

the pipeline road is a highly

guarded area where the move-

ment of vehicles and people is

restricted. “How the waste

reaches a sensitive zone in huge

quantities should be investigated

and strict actions should be

taken against the violators,” said

Bhattacharjee. 
SGNP officials were unavaila-

ble for a comment. 

No action against garbage dump 

found 2 weeks ago near Vihar Lake 
Prateem Rohanekar

prateem.rohanekar@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay High

Court on Thursday rejected the

bail plea of a 26-year-old man

accused of sexually assaulting a

20-year-old college student on

a suburban train last year.

Justice Amit Borkar, while

hearing the application of the

accused, Sundar Ravnesh

Naidu, observed that the allega-

tions against him were of a

“grave and serious nature” and

that releasing him at this stage

would send a wrong signal to

society, especially given the

safety concerns of women com-

muters.
According to the prosecu-

tion, the incident occurred on

June 14, 2023, when the victim

was travelling in the ladies’

compartment of a CSMT–Pan-

vel train. 
An unknown man allegedly

entered the train compartment,

misbehaved with her, used

abusive language, and

assaulted her. 
Based on the complaint, the

accused allegedly pulled down

the victim’s pants and sexually

assaulted her before getting off

at the Masjid Bunder station.

Following the incident, an FIR

was registered at the CSMT

Government Railway Police

Station.
The prosecution opposed the

accused’s bail plea, pointing to

CCTV footage and the victim’s

testimony, which identified

Naidu as the perpetrator. An

independent witness also gave

a statement that corroborated

the victim’s version.
Naidu’s lawyer argued that

he had been falsely implicated,

citing lack of medical evidence

and discrepancies in timings of

the CCTV footage. 
The defence also highlighted

that the accused has been in

custody for over a year and the

trial, involving 21 witnesses,

was unlikely to conclude soon.

Rejecting these arguments,

the court held that the victim’s

consistent testimony, sup-

ported by corroborative mate-

rial, was sufficient at this stage.

“The gravity of the offence can-

not be overlooked… such acts

raise serious concerns regard-

ing the safety and security of

women commuters,” Justice

Borkar said while dismissing

the bail plea.

{ A ‘GRAVE AND SERIOUS’ OFFENCE }  

Bail denied to man who 

raped 20-yr-old in train
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MUMBAI: The state transport

department is preparing to

launch action against low-

speed electric bikes that run

at a maximum speed of 25

kmph, transport minister

Pratap Sarnaik announced

on Friday.
Calling such vehicles “ille-

gal”, Sarnaik said this would

be the first time his depart-

ment will officially target

these small e-bikes, which

are widely used by gig work-

ers, especially delivery per-

sonnel. “Small e-bikes are

illegal. We understand that

they are heavily used by gig

workers, but they do not

have permission to ply,” he

said.
Asked if delivery compa-

nies would also be held

accountable, Sarnaik clari-

fied that action can only be

taken against individual rid-

ers using these battery-oper-

ated bikes, which are not

required to be registered

with regional transport offi-

ces (RTOs).
RTO officials admitted

that the growing presence of

such e-bikes has been a con-

cern. “They are often driven

recklessly and pose risks to

both traffic and pedestrians.

While no formal orders have

reached us yet, in the past we

have acted against riders

who tampered with the

speed lock of their vehicles,”

said an RTO officer.
Tampering allows the

vehicles to cross the 25 kmph

cap set for non-registered

e-bikes, effectively making

them illegal. Such offences

can attract fines, and in some

cases, the vehicle may be

impounded. In earlier drives,

RTOs have also acted against

manufacturers and dealers

for selling illegally modified

e-bikes or failing to obtain

mandatory certifications.

The 25 kmph limit exists

to ensure public safety, as

higher speeds would require.

Transport department to crack 

down on low-speed e-bikes
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MUMBAI: The India Meteorolog-

ical Department (IMD) has

issued an orange alert for the

regions of Thane, Palghar, Rai-

gad and Ratnagiri till Sunday

and till 8:30 am on Saturday for

Mumbai, indicating heavy to

very heavy rainfall. 
“The ongoing rain activity is

due to a low-pressure system

that has developed in the Bay of

Bengal, leading to an interaction

between dry and moist winds,

causing heavy rainfall over the

city,” said an IMD official. 

On Friday, IMD station at Col-

aba recorded 12.4 mm of rainfall

at Colaba station, while the San-

tacruz observatory recorded 7.1

mm of rain between 8 am to

5:30 pm. 

According to the Brihan-

mumbai Municipal Corpora-

tion’s automatic weather sta-

tions, eastern suburbs recorded

24.86 mm of rainfall, 9 mm in

the island city, and 7.15 mm in

its western suburbs.
The weather bureau also

forecasted that the intensity of

the rainfall is expected to gradu-

ally subside from Sunday

onwards.

Orange alert issued for weekend A

{ BOMBAY HIGH COURT }
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The welfare of 

the child is the 

paramount 
consideration in 

custody 
matters

The garbage pile 
consisting of 
furniture scrap, 
wood, leather, 
plastic and metal 

materials, is very 
close to high 
power voltage 
lines, which could 

prove disastrous 
in case of a fire. 

Ignored garbage MUMBAI

Dumping

Vihar lake
76m

Undercover cop held Anushka 

Das while negotiating the deal.

THE BOMBAY HIGH 

COURT NOTED 
THAT THE GRAVITY 

OF THE CRIME 
RAISED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT THE SAFETY 

OF WOMEN AND 

COULD NOT BE 
OVERLOOKED

Delivery partners often use 

the 25 kmph e-bikes.
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