quht schools come to the fore

There are over 150 night schools In
Mumbai, over 200 in the Maharash-
tra catering to more than 20,000 stu-
dents betwesn the age group of 15 to
25 vears. Coming from socio eco-
nomically marginalised families,
these children have no choice but to
work as child labourers during the
day and fulfil their aspirations of
studying at night.

"Children studying at night schools
are exposed to a tough life outside the
security of a classroom. Those who
are here need to get adeguate educa-
tion and guidance so that they can
grow in life,” said Nikita Ketkar
Ketkar is founder of a non-profit or-
ganisation Masoom which has adopt-
ed the cause of addressing the prob-
lems faced by these students.

Ketkar and her team (a group of
students from night colleges across
the eity) conducted research to learn
and understand the issues that night
schools face so that thev could be dealt
with in a planned manner.

"The basic problem in night
schoels is that of very low pass per-
centage and a high number of ab-
sentees,” said Ketkar According to
her there are several reasons for this.
"Most students at night schools are
class four labourers or help parenis
in their small-time businesses. This
keeps them busy through the hours
in which a night schoel functions,”
she said.

Secondly, the near absence of sci-
ence labs, limited or no accessto com-
puters, only means that they have no
exposure to these important ameni-
“ties until a few hours before the class
X exams.

Ketkar also points ouf that many of
them being secondary schools are not
totally covered by the Sarva Shiksha
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assmmted mth an mternatmnal 1
ganisation Global Fund For Childr
(GFC). "Our organisation is keen
support Masoom, to provide a hol
tic development to students in t
night school by incorporating vario
initiatives," said GFC's South As
programme officer, Vineeta Gupta

GFC will provide grants in cash
well as incorporate sports, Engli
language skills, vocational guidan

Abhivan. "As most students come from
work or some other course these
schools need to provide some evening
snack,"” said Ketkar adding that night
schools do not come under the mid-day

teachers and students as well with a

and counselling in the otherwi

concise syllabus which can be com- mundane ecurriculum whi
pleted in less number of hours as has proved to be highly deOmotive
compared to regular day schools. to students.

To fund this, Ketkar's Masoom has r_gauri@dnaindia.

meal policy.

To tackle some
of these issues,
Ketkar and her
team have evolved
a three pronged
strategy. "We want
to Improve educa-

tion Inirasiruc-
ture, enhance
teacher guality

through training
programmes and
moreover, work at
city and state level
to bring about pol-
icy level change,”
said Ketkar

By doing this,
she hopes to eguip
night schools
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MET announces admissions for ADPBM and ADTAC =
(Govi. of Maharashtra, MSBTE recognised post graduate programmes)

ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN PHARMACEUTICAL BUSINEES MANAGEMENT (ADPBM)
Eligibility*: B.Sc., B.Pharm., BDS, BAMS, BHMS, MBBS, M.Sc., M.Pharm., M.D.

ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN TECHNICAL AND ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY (ADTAC)

Eligibility*: B.Sc. [Chem./Biochem/Microbiclogy), Diploma in Environment Tedmotogy Diploma ir
Chemical Engg. Technology or Environmental Engg. from MSBTE or ifs equivalent with min. 50% (open

and 45% (reserved) marks. *Students awaiting final year r&sults can apply
Appli:aﬁﬁn Form and Prospecius avaiiable af MET MET - .
for Rs. 600 in cash or DD favouring ‘MET Institute of Medical infbpl'l | it -x Jw

Sciences' payable at Mumbai or pay online af www.met.edu

| 100% Placements: Aarey Dairy, ACE-Bio Med Lid., Burroughs Welleome, Bharat Serum Lid., Cadilo
Chemofesi Laboratories, Cheryll Laboratories, Cipla, Dr Reddy's, Emerck, Elder; Franco, GSK, G-CChumb
German Remedies, Glenmark, Indoco Remedies, Harman Finochem Lid. In-smﬁTadmnlogm ICICi,
Interlink Mkta. Consultancy, Ipca Labs, lvgenic Raesearch, Kores, l(npmn Pharma, Lupin, Maker:



